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Goal:  teach grad student survival skills

Writing

Speaking

Pitching

Research

Relationships

Soft skills

Careers

Party



Logistics

Meets Tuesdays, 4:30-6:00pm, autumn and winter quarters, in room CSE2 G04

CR/NC grading

● There is homework, but you should find it useful
● You will get from the class what you put into it

Class activities:

● lecture
● panels
● guest speakers
● Q&A sessions
● interactive activities (small group practice & role play)





Writing

Writing a research paper

Editing and rewriting

How to read a research paper

Submitting a paper & logistics

Reviewing papers

Responding to reviews ("rebuttals")

Creating a poster



Speaking

Writing talks

Presenting talks

Elevator pitches



Pitching

Writing a personal statement

Writing a research proposal

Applying for funding



Research projects

Choosing a research topic

Discovering your research personality and your secret weapon

Terminating a project

● how to fail fast
● perspective on project failure
● assessing progress



Relationships

Managing your advisor

Networking

Advising (e.g., undergraduate students)

Running a research project

Attending conferences



“Soft skills”

Time management, hard work, and work-life balance

Self-confidence, impostor syndrome, and rejection

Handling feedback

Procrastination; breaking researcher's block and writer's block; maintaining focus

Ethics in research & in society



Careers

Whether and how to get an internship

Industrial and academic jobs



Goal:  be a better grad student than Mike was (low bar)

Questions?


