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About me:

➢ PhD Candidate at UW Communication Dept

➢ Undergrad in Computer Science Engineering
○ Anna University, Chennai, India, 2009

➢ Master’s in Journalism
○ Columbia University, New York City, 2013

➢ Worked as startups and technology journalist for Mint-WSJ at Bengaluru, India.

➢ Current research: Redefining journalism through the eyes of interactive journalists.  

➢ Teach: Intro to Data Viz, Strategic Comm, Media Ethics @ Seattle U and UW



Disclaimer

Lecture will be biased toward data journalism but the material is more generally relevant 
to how to write data stories and create narratives. 



Narrative Visualization

❏ Narrative visualization

❏ Types of Narrative visualizations

❏ How to report and write a story

❏ Newsvalues in journalism

❏ Structure of a news story

❏ How to create a data story

❏ Interactivity in narrative visualizations

TODAY’S TOPICS:





Narrative Storytelling



Narrative Storytelling



Narrative Storytelling



Narrative Storytelling





Telling Stories With Data

❏ Data as information
❏ Data analysis results (or conclusions)
❏ Data visualizations present information

>>WATCH THIS VIDEO



Telling Stories With Data

★ An example



Telling Stories With Data

★ Motivations



Telling Stories With Data

Works of journalism based on findings of data as a 
result of independent research, mining and analysis of 
that data by journalists

How it’s different from academic studies is that it 
incorporates (or should) real-life people and examines 
the impact and implications of the data’s findings 

★ Data journalism



Telling Stories With Data

Types of Narrative Visualizations:



Telling Stories With Data

Types of Narrative Visualizations:



Telling Stories With Data

Types of Narrative Visualizations:



Telling Stories With Data

❏ Full text stories using data (traditional)

Example: Quartz story on childcare

❏ Text stories accompanied by infographics/data 
visualizations

Example: Seattle Times rent story

❏ Standalone data stories with explanatory cut 
lines 

Example: The Guardian Story on police killings

EXAMPLES



Process Of Writing A Story



� Researching or pre-reporting.

� Gathering information (3 source rule).

o Personal sources

o Interviewing

o Observation

o Stored sources of information

� Writing the story. 

Process Of Reporting And Writing A Story



� Researching or pre-reporting.

� Gathering information (3 source rule).

o Personal sources

o Interviewing

o Observation

o Stored sources of information

� Writing the story. 

Process Of Reporting And Writing A Story

� Writing the story.

o Pick a story angle

o Inverted pyramid 

o 5Ws & H

o News structure



How to Create a Data Story
What is a story angle? 

❏ The story angle is the specific viewpoint or 
perspective from which a writer tells his or her story –
and often the same story can be told from a different 
viewpoint. 

❏ Example: A press release about Richmond Capital 
Partners acquiring Smartlabs Inc. reported in different 
ways is a clear example of how different perspectives 
can shape the story angle.

● McCormick’s Flowchart

● Inputs or data

● Processes

● Analysis

● Output



How to Create a Data Story
STORY ANGLE 1: 

https://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2017/06/13/seattle-
tech-veteran-buys-first-iot-company-with.html

STORY ANGLE 2: 

https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2017/jun/14/smartlabs-
to-open-seattle-office-after-its-acquire/



� Researching or pre-reporting.

� Gathering information (3 source rule).

o Personal sources

o Interviewing

o Observation

o Stored sources of information

� Writing the story. 

Process Of Reporting And Writing A Story

� Writing the story.

o Pick a story

o Inverted pyramid 

o 5Ws & H

o News structure



News Values

● Impact

● Timeliness

● Prominence

● Proximity

● Conflict

● Bizarre/unusual

● Trends

Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement organization in the US 
passes EO to send 1 million 
international students back to their 
home countries due to online 
schooling. 



News Values

● Impact

● Timeliness

● Prominence

● Proximity

● Conflict

● Bizarre/unusual

● Trends

Shooting in Seattle CHOP/CHAZ 
premises.



News Values

● Impact

● Timeliness

● Prominence

● Proximity

● Conflict

● Bizarre/unusual

● Trends

Anything that Trump does. Including 
his misspelling of coverage on Twitter 
as covfefe. 



News Values

● Impact

● Timeliness

● Prominence

● Proximity

● Conflict

● Bizarre/unusual

● Trends

Seattle Times will prioritize 
Seattle/Washington news over 
national/international news.  



News Values

● Impact

● Timeliness

● Prominence

● Proximity

● Conflict

● Bizarre/unusual

● Trends

Wars, bombings, shootings, and 
crimes always get front page.



News Values

● Impact

● Timeliness

● Prominence

● Proximity

● Conflict

● Bizarre/unusual

● Trends

NPR has a whole section online called 
strange news. 
“Tractor Day Offers A (Slow) Dose Of 
The Freedom Every Teenager Longs 
For”



News Values

● Impact

● Timeliness

● Prominence

● Proximity

● Conflict

● Bizarre/unusual

● Trends

Coronavirus - pandemic reporting in 
various industries, everyday updates 
etc. 



The 5ws & H Of News Writing
◆Who?
◆What?
◆When?
◆Where?
◆Why?
◆ How?



Inverted Pyramid Structure

News Structure

� Lede

� Nut graf

� Body

� Tail or kicker



The Lede
1. An introduction to the story is a 

lede.

1. It called lede and is used to lead 
the reader into the story.

1. It mainly answers the 5W&H 
questions about the story.



Types of Ledes

� Straight news lede

“The United States announced it is suspending efforts to revive a 
cease-fire in Syria, blaming Russia’s support for a new round of 
airstrikes in the city of Aleppo.”

� Anecdotal lede

“At the dilapidated morgue in the northern Brazilian city of 
Natal, Director Marcos Brandao walks over the blood-smeared 
floor to where the corpses are kept. He points out the labels 
attached to the bright metal doors, counting out loud. It has 
not been a particularly bad night, yet there are nine shooting 
victims in cold storage.”

� Scene-setting lede

“On the second floor of an old Bavarian palace in Munich, 
Germany, there’s a library with high ceilings, a distinctly bookish 
smell and one of the world’s most extensive collections of Latin 
texts. About 20 researchers from all over the world work in small 
offices around the room.”



Types of Ledes

� Analysis lede

“The suspension of US sanctions in Myanmar in response to 
political reforms gives a green light to US firms looking for 
business opportunities.”

� Zinger lede

“His last meal was worth $30,000 and it killed him.” (A man 
died while trying to smuggle cocaine-filled condoms in his 
gut.)

“Bad things happen to the husbands of Widow Elkin.” (Ms. 
Elkin, as you might surmise, was suspected of bumping off 
her spouses.)



The Nut Graf
The nut graf has several purposes:

1. It justifies the story by telling 
readers why they should care.

2. It provides a transition from the 
lead and explains the lead and its 
connection to the rest of the story.

3. It often tells readers why the story 
is timely and important.

4. It often includes supporting 
material that helps readers see why 
the story is important.



The Kicker A kicker is a paragraph that closes up 
the entire article, summarizing the 
important parts and closing the piece 
up. It is a conclusive summary of the 
whole story.



Example for today’s class

A Nike executive seeks a family’s forgiveness for a 1965 
murder



Headlines



Headlines

● The most important words a journalist writes!

● Five to 10 abstracted words that convey the whole 
message

● They must contain subject and verb

● Better yet, they must contain subject, verb, and 
object.

● Examples: 

President Threatens veto of new tax bill

Midville man charged with larceny



Headlines

A Nike executive seeks a 
family’s forgiveness for a 
1965 murder



Headlines

A Nike executive seeks a 
family’s forgiveness for a 
1965 murder

➢ 11 words
➢ Subject, verb, and object
➢ Fact



Timestamp



Timestamp
Jan. 18, 2022 at 5:11 pm | Updated Jan. 
19, 2022 at 9:38 am



Photographs + 
Captions or 
Cutlines



Photographs + 
Captions or 
Cutlines

➢ Three photographs
○ Long shot
○ Medium shot
○ Portrait or close up

➢ Two sentence captions or cutlines
○ Information about the picture 
○ Information about the story. It 

is the same for all photos.

“In two recent meetings, the family of Edward White, who, unarmed 
and without a police record, was shot at age 18 and left to die in the 
street, met in person for the first time with his killer, who was 
himself a teenager at the time and is now an executive at Nike: Larry 
Miller. (Kriston Jae Bethel / The New York Times)



Byline



Byline
 Jere Longman and Kevin Draper



Dateline



Dateline
The dateline of a news story has important 
information -- it indicates the city the journalist 
was in when he or she reported on the story. It 
also indicates the date the story was filed.



Dateline
PHILADELPHIA



Lede



Lede
Barbara Mack lives a block from the corner 
where her teenage brother was shot to death 
while on his way home from work on Sept. 30, 
1965. Hasan Adams was only 8 months old when 
the bullet took his father. Azizah Arline was 
months from being born and never met her dad. 
More than a half-century later, they have finally 
received an apology from and discussed 
restitution with the man who committed the 
murder.



Lede What kind of lede is this?



Lede What kind of lede is this?

➢ Straight news lede
➢ Anecdotal lede
➢ Scene setting lede
➢ Analysis lede
➢ Zinger lede



Lede What kind of lede is this?

➢ Anecdotal!



Lede
What kind of lede is this?

➢ Anecdotal!

AND

➢ Scene setting!



Lede

What kind of lede is this?

➢ Anecdotal!

AND

➢ Scene setting!

BONUS!!

➢ Information/facts!



Nut graf



Nut graf

The nut graf has several purposes:

➢ It justifies the story by telling 
readers why they should care.

➢ It provides a transition from the 
lead and explains the lead and its 
connection to the rest of the story.

➢ It often tells readers why the story 
is timely and important.

➢ It often includes supporting 
material that helps readers see why 
the story is important.



Nut graf

In two recent meetings, the family of Edward David White, who, unarmed 
and without a police record, was shot at age 18 and left to die in the street, 
met in person for the first time with his killer, who was himself a teenager 
at the time and is now an executive at Nike.

He is Larry Miller, who pleaded guilty to second-degree murder as a 16-
year-old gang member and has said he was drunk and out to kill the first 
person he saw that night. He served 4 1/2 years in prison for that crime 
and five more years for a series of armed robberies before rehabilitating 
his life and building a prosperous, high-profile career as a sports and 
marketing executive.



Nut graf

In two recent meetings, the family of Edward David White, who, unarmed 
and without a police record, was shot at age 18 and left to die in the street, 
met in person for the first time with his killer, who was himself a teenager 
at the time and is now an executive at Nike.

He is Larry Miller, who pleaded guilty to second-degree murder as a 16-
year-old gang member and has said he was drunk and out to kill the first 
person he saw that night. He served 4 1/2 years in prison for that crime 
and five more years for a series of armed robberies before rehabilitating 
his life and building a prosperous, high-profile career as a sports and 
marketing executive.

Information in nut graf:

➢ What was the current event?
➢ Who participated in the event?
➢ Who is the main character?
➢ What was the news back then?
➢ Why is this so important or 

newsworthy today?



The body

Everything from…

Miller, now 72, is chair of the Michael Jordan brand at Nike and a former 
president of the Portland Trail Blazers. He kept his criminal past hidden 
for decades, until he wrote a book with his daughter, published Tuesday, 
called “Jump: My Secret Journey From the Streets to the Boardroom.”

…to

In the end, White’s family said, they did not consider Miller an enemy or 
a friend, but a man who has been forgiven and who has to make peace 
with himself.



The body -
contents

➢ Narrative
○ People 

■ Edward David White
■ Larry Miller

○ Voices
■ Larry Miller, murderer
■ Barbara Mack, sister
■ Aziza Arline, daughter
■ Hasan Adams, son



The body -
contents

➢ Informative
○ Sources

■ The book
■ NYT story 
■ An email interview with 

Larry Miller
■ Ronald Marrero - Miller’s 

lawyer  
■ Letter to Miller, from Arline



The end



The end

In the end, White’s family said, they did not consider Miller an enemy or a friend, but 
a man who has been forgiven and who has to make peace with himself.

“You can apologize again and again, but you have to be right with yourself at the end 
of the day,” Arline said. “He has to make peace that he took a man’s life.”



The end

In the end, White’s family said, they did not consider Miller an enemy or a friend, but 
a man who has been forgiven and who has to make peace with himself.

“You can apologize again and again, but you have to be right with yourself at the end 
of the day,” Arline said. “He has to make peace that he took a man’s life.”

➢ Summary 

OR

➢ Kicker?



The end

In the end, White’s family said, they did not consider Miller an enemy or a friend, but 
a man who has been forgiven and who has to make peace with himself.

“You can apologize again and again, but you have to be right with yourself at the end 
of the day,” Arline said. “He has to make peace that he took a man’s life.”

➢ Summary!

AND!

➢ Kicker!



Interactivity in data stories



Interactivity in data stories



Interactivity in data stories



Interactivity in data stories



Interactivity in data stories



Interactivity in data stories



Interactivity in data stories



Watch this video later!



THANK YOU!


