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Algorithmic Feed Curation



Schedule for today’s class

• Lecture on today’s topic (15 min)


• Video + posters overview (10 min)


• Poster work time (55 min)



Back in 2006…



Users revolted. Why?

http://daywithoutfacebook.blogspot.com/
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Facebook responds



Feeds have changed…a lot



Subscription, network, algorithm

Subscription Network Algorithm



Algorithmic folk theories
Folk theories: informal conceptualizations about the world, often 
developed through empirical experience.



What actually happens? (FB)
2010: EdgeRank
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What actually happens? (Twitter)

score = sum_i { (weight of engagement i) * 
 (probability of engagement i) }



What actually happens? (Twitter)



Formulas have consequences

• Users will first see content with high P and high Weight


• Content that is viral and “sensational” fits this bill


• These are also types of content that are likely to contain 
misinformation and other harmful content


• But it also makes the platform owners $$$!



Alternatives to centralization



Alternatives to centralization



Federated protocols enable…
• Decentralized yet interconnected servers


• Communities to fully customize their moderation policies


• Developers to users to experiment with new interfaces



Bluesky’s Composable Moderation
• Anyone can define and apply 

“community labels” to content or 
accounts (i.e. “spam”, “cats”)


• Servers have a default filter set by 
admins as high-level, automated 
moderation


• Users can then create and/or 
subscribe to community labels to 
customize their own experience



…but many open questions remain
• How do users choose a server?


• Who is legally responsible for content on a server?


• What’s going happen with all of these different protocols?


• Today’s internet protocols (TCP/IP) were forced to unite under a 
common suite by the government, but it’s hard to imagine the same 
happening for social media.



Video demos due 5/30



Example videos from last year

https://youtu.be/5adIyUlV5FY
https://youtu.be/eUbmqYk03BA


Final showcase on 6/1



Tips for posters
• What to include?


• Title, group members, contact info

• Problem statement

• Brief description of your system

• Key features + screenshots

• Overview of your process


• Use high-quality images


• Minimize text, use visual cues instead











Design tools
• Figma (check Community for templates)


• Canva


• Microsoft Designer



Send a PDF of your poster (PDF) 
to Kevin by Wed 5/31 if you’d 

like it printed for you



Poster work time!


