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MySQL In Action is a series of slides about MySQL. It is intended to give a better picture to general people about how to develop a simple database using MySQL. This step-by-step tutorial should be used as complementary slides to the MySQL lecture slides. It consists of three major parts: Basic Database Schema and Simple MySQL Queries, More Complex MySQL Queries, and MySQL Application Using JDBC. In order to make this tutorial easy to understand by general readers, there are examples and screen shots for every slide. This is to give readers better guides in following the tutorial.

The first part of the MySQL In Action is Basic Database Schema and Simple MySQL Queries. In this part, there is an explanation about the database schema and how to translate a real problem into database schemas. It also gives a brief explanation about how to connect to MySQL and create tables in it. As other database documentation, this first part also explains how to do data manipulations, such as insertions and deletions, and how to use the famous Select-From-Where clause.

The second part is More Complex MySQL Queries. Like its preceding part, this part gives thorough explanations about more sophisticated MySQL queries like projections, selections, string comparisons, and output orderings. In this part as well, the reader will be introduced to the most powerful database operation: join operation. To complete the tutorial for this part, the reader will also be introduced to aggregation operations: SUM, AVG, MAX, and MIN, GROUP BY and HAVING clauses. The latter clauses are the complement of Select-From-Where clause, which is introduced in the first part of this tutorial.

The last part is MySQL Application Using JDBC. In this part, the reader will be following a necessary introduction to the JDBC: Java DataBase Connectivity. The explanation will teach the readers how to write Java code that is used to include the MySQL driver, how to connect to MySQL, and how to insert information into and retrieve information from MySQL database by using the record sets. This last part of the tutorial also gives a better guide to the readers in understanding the sample program. 

In addition to the slides, there is a sample program that uses all the aspects mentioned in those three parts. The program is a server-side application program. In it, the reader will be able to connect to the MySQL database, to do some queries, and to do data manipulations. The program itself can be run on chocise since it has Java’s SQL package and MySQL driver installed. 

