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CSE 451 Final Exam Part 1
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This is a two part exam.  Part 1 is a take-home assignment, to be completed by yourself (i.e., no collaboration), and is to be turned in during the regularly scheduled exam period.  Part 2 will be administered during the normal final exam period, and it will be a closed book and closed notes exam.  However, you may use your part 1 paper as notes for Part 2.
Part 1 is worth 30 points and part 2 is worth 35 points.
Part 1:

Write a paper describing the logical high level design of a modern desktop operating system.  Focus on the major components and techniques that enable the workloads users see (e.g., many applications, games, internet, some scientific computation, etc.), and how those components work together to provide the overall functional system.  We expect to see some discussion about each of the main topics in this course.
To help focus your paper you can assume that your audience is an undergraduate computer science student who is technically savvy, but not necessarily OS knowledgeable and has asked you to describe what an operating system does and how it works.    It must be at most three typed pages in length (single space 12 point font).
Please bring this cover sheet and your part 1 paper to the final exam period and there you will be given part 2.
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