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Takeaway:

Visualizations are a form of communication.

You can lie, stretch the truth, and bullshit with visualizations, just
like any form of communication.
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ncorrect Visualizations

People assume that visualizations properly encode their data

...if we violate that assumption, we can do anything we want.
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llegible Visualizations

People will get lost in the details or overwhelmed by complexity

...if we make things intentionally complex people then people
will just assume we know what we're talking about or will be too

dazed to check too closely.
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Bullshit Visualizations

You can just make stuff up with no connection to reality

...show stuff that looks like data but isn't
...assume a conclusion and pretend it's true
...or give people data they can't do anything with




























































Unconventional Visualizations

People have tacit conventions on how they interpret charts
(around colors, axes, slopes)

...if you violate those conventions, you can catch people oft
guard.
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Wrap Up

Ways to mislead:

Breaking assumptions, expectations, conventions, drowning
people in details... or just making stuff up.

Nuance:

Not every chart that breaks a “rule” is misleading
Not every chart that follows the “rules” is truthful




