a story of alternatives



There was a time when computers were big...
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For the next 30 or so years computers would find a place in the academic institution,
government agency and corporation.



It would soon find its way into the home.



Thanks to the creation of the microprocessor, 1977 saw the introduction of the first
desktop computers.



The Tandy TRS-80,




the Commodore PET 2001,




and the Apple II.




In 1983 it became the first non-person
Time Person of the Year.




This was the beginning of the consumer oriented software industry
as we know it today.



Proprietary code and all.



The ever increasing trend of closed sources upset one young hacker.



His name was Richard Stallman or 'mS for short.



On September 28, 1983 he announced his plans to create an alternative.
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Free Unix!

Starting this Thanksgiving I am goling to write a complete
Unix—-compatible software system called GNU (for Gnu's Not
Unix), and give 1t away free(l) to everyone who can use
1it. Contributions of time, money, programs and equipment
are greatly needed.

To begin with, GNU will be a kernel plus all the utilities
needed to write and run C programs: editor, shell, C
compiler, linker, assembler, and a few other things.

After this we will add a text formatter, a YACC, an Empire
game, a spreadsheet, and hundreds of other things. We
hope to supply, eventually, everything useful that
normally comes with a Unix system, and anything else
useful, including on-line and hardcopy documentation.
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Why I Must Write GNU

I consider that the golden rule requires that if I like a
program I must share it with other people who like 1t. I
cannot 1n good conscience sign a nondisclosure agreement or
a software license agreement.

So that I can continue to use computers without violating my
principles, I have decided to put together a sufficient body
of free software so that I will be able to get along without
any software that 1s not free.
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With that an alternative operating system was born.



To insure the GNU operating system remained free a license was needed.



In January 1989 the first version of the General Public License was published by rms.



The license emphasized two primary aspects (according to Wikipedia).



The first was a requirement that human-readable source code be made available
along side any machine-readable binary distributions.



The second, and more powerful clause, was that modified versions of the code must
be made available under the same license. Thus this ensured the growth of {ree
software.



This was the groundwork for many alternatives.



The GNU components were brought together in the early 1990s when a hacker
realized he had begun developing a kernel of an operating system. It was one of the
few things still missing in the GNU system.



His name was Linus Torvalds.
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Hello everybody out there using minix -

I'm doing a (free) operating system (just a hobby, won't be
big and professional like gnu) for 386(486) AT clones. This
has been brewing since april, and is starting to get ready.
I'd like any feedback on things people like/dislike in
minix, as my OS resembles 1t somewhat (same physical layout
of the file-system (due to practical reasons) among other
things) .

I've currently ported bash(1.08) and gcc(1.40), and things
seem to work. This implies that I'll get something practical
within a few months, and I'd like to know what features most
people would want. Any suggestions are welcome, but I won't
promise I'll 1mplement them :-)

Linus (torvalds@kruuna.helsinki.fi)

PS. Yes - 1it's free of any minix code, and it has a multi-
threaded fs. It is NOT portable (uses 386 task switching
etc), and it probably never will support anything other iﬁ;n
AT-harddisks, as that's all I have :—(.



With that the alternative OS, GNU/Linux or Linux was born.



In 1992 it was relicensed under the GPL and the first distributions appeared.



Over the next 15 years many alternative programs would be built on top of Linux.



o " -
¢ Applications  Places

RIUTTIE:

Gnome

N

Hedylidas # Buttartiy [Butterfly - Wikipadia. the free



Ll
Home folder # {&

i Throughout this KDE 3.5.x tour, | will be pointing
cDm;uter out neat things through these colorful stickies.

(Hint: knotes )

Please enter the new name:

KDE

E* Clear " Ol A Cancel

ii..':‘:’ [ S O e

Enter the name of the application you want to run or the URL

.l P YouWa nt to view

Command: knotes

£ Run % cancel
) o

KSnapshot

« Run Command i =
1% @ 2




| OpenOffice.org User Guide - OpenOffice.org Writer g

Format Table Tools

wporting From Ca
ncirg Daka in Mekwark

OpenOffice Multple
Inserting
Renarinn Sheests

£ >

OpenOFfice.org User Guide (ac %

A caloulation cat be entered dire

Thead Mo o o 2 lie e e mm e D cem e — e mem e o

INSRT || 5TD | |HYP | *




| | Automatic

The Gimp

CINEN INEN INET

=]

=)

J

R




ﬁ live- path -effects- pathalnngpath svg - Inkscape
F|Ie Edlt Object

Wigw  Layer Path  Text Effects ‘Whiteboard Help

+ - ae a8 5
- & & &8 g5 a8

LI

Ve St
Als

LOL0LBA >
|

Transform shape
into single path

_5.1

Inkscape

Copy to clipboard

(it is easiest [ater on to move the nose
of the fish to the top-left corner of the
document (0.0) before copying to the

= tweak the origin parameter)

[rawt]

o] 100 || & &

DerEE RE e BB @QAQ@Q@ DEE & H

PTHE X2
|I.."I.I.I.I.“:ll.l.l.l. I.I.II.I."|.I. “:.-ll.l.l.l.....'.ll.

Press F2 and notice that the
red skeleton path is live
edittable on-canvas

Press Ctrl-Shift-7 and apply
Skeletal Strokes to the skeleton path.

Press the paste button next to "pattern”

AT \\3

Draw the skeleton path

= clipboard, so you don't have to manually

~ | Alt: lock handle length; Ceel+Alt: move along handles

5

Path EFfects (Shift+CErl+7)

Apply new effect
Path along path

Current effect

Path along path

Pattern copies

Pattern source

[] wwidth in units of length

[] Pattern is wertical

% Apply

Single, stretched »
v B
Width | 1,000 =

[ Remove
| | ‘
>
X 164,24 o |
| zs8,92 i 5% e




Compiz Fusion

freenode-connect




And 43,000+ more.



More every day.



Now, the GNU/Linux alternative comes in 359 separate flavors.



The alternative is flourishing.



Since the invention of the personal computer we've seen another invention far more
powerful and influential than the microprocessor.



The Internet.



With the dot-com bubble came an alternative.



An alternative to the CD and later the movie theater and video rental store.
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Napster.




Thus began the fight over copyright.



This 1s where the story should become a bit more familiar.



Despite the entertainment industry's complaints, there was something powerful about
p2p and media on the Internet. People could now share and collaborate on much
greater scales.



The access to information was unprecedented.



The access to information was unprecedented.



However, the access to information was hindered when copyrighted works would
now be protected for 20 more years under the Sonny Bono Copyright Term
Extension Act in 1998.



In essence, works slated to be opened were kept untouchable.



In essence, works slated to be opened were kept untouchable.



A lawsuit was filed against the United States questioning the constitutionality of
this copyright extension.



One of the lawyers on this case was Lawrence Lessig.



After the case, Eldred v. Ashcroft, was defeated Lessig wanted more.



He then founded Creative Commons to provide an alternative to full copyright.



Built upon copyright, CC licenses provided for some rights to be reserved.



Attribution



Non-commercial



No derivatives



Share Alike



Some Rights Reserved 1s an alternative to All Rights Reserved.



While CC is an alternative to copyright, there should be more.



A better alternative to $15 CDs and $30 DVDs.



DC++?



1Tunes?



Amie Street?



Or could there be something better?



