Women in Computing Syllabus

Autumn  2009
Tuesdays 2:30 - 3:30 pm, Allen Center for CSE, room 403

www.cs.washington.edu/education/courses/190a  
Instructors:

Raven Avery

CSE Academic Advisor, ravena@cs.washington.edu 

Office Hours: Weekdays 9 to noon and 1 to 4, by appointment. Allen Center for CSE, room 101
TA: Happy Dong, current CSE major! huanle@cs.washington.edu
Course web page: http://www.cs.washington.edu/cse190a/
Goals:

1. Explore computer science, including research, careers, and the contributions of important women.

2. Encourage a broad, accurate view of computer science and related fields.

3. Establish an environment for discussion, debate, and community for women interested in CSE
4. Inspire interest, enthusiasm, and curiosity about computer science.

Grading:
To receive credit, you must earn at least 140 of 150 possible points: 
	Activity
	Points
	Max

	Participation
	10 per class
	100 points

	Assignments
	10 per assignment
	40 points

	Panel questions
	10
	10

	Total
	
	150


Requirements:
Attendance and Participation
In-class participation in this seminar is especially important, so students are expected to attend all classes. Due to the low amount of outside work, class is the main way you experience the seminar’s content. Additionally, a large portion of the material comes directly from industry representatives, panelists, and demonstrations, so there’s no way to get this info outside of the seminar. Finally, the participation of everyone helps the seminar fulfill its purpose: to be an opportunity to explore computer science with other women by discussing issues and answering questions.

If you need to miss class, please email me in advance: ravena@cs.washington.edu. You’ll need to complete any assignment due that day and post it to your class website, and can complete a make-up assignment to receive the participation points for that day.

Assignments
This course will include four fairly small assignments. You’ll share the information from the assignments in class, and post the assignments to our GoPost discussion board (linked on the course website). You need to post all assignments online to receive credit. 
Assignments:
- Majors: Your options as a UW student – Collect and share info about computing-related majors.

- Leadership: Important Women in CS– Research a leader in the tech industry, and share her profile with the class
- Experiences: Talking with Women in the field – Read and discuss first-person narratives from women in computing-related careers 
- Ideas: Inventions with Computer Science – Watch a (fun) lecture, and bring the big ideas to class
Panel Questions: We’ll have two panels, one with current majors and one with alumni. To prepare, we’ll post discussion questions online, then you’ll ask them in class.
Make-up assignments

Make-up assignments are possible if you must miss a class, but should be approved in advance and must be posted to your web site or blog along with assignments 1-4. 
Course Calendar: 
Dates may change for class sessions that coordinate with panelists or CSE labs. 
	Date
	Activity
	Notes

	Oct 6
	First day of class!
	

	Oct 13
	Field trip: Intel Research!
	

	Oct 20
	Panel: Current students
	Post discussion questions online, bring to class

	Oct 27
	Discussion: Majors
	Assignment due: research a major, post, and bring info to class

	Nov 3
	Demo: CSE Animation
	

	Nov 10
	Discussion: Current issues
	Assignment due: read and respond to assigned article

	Not 17
	Discussion: Careers 
	

	Nov 24
	Demo: CSE Research
	Assignment due: watch lecture online and respond.

	Dec 1
	Demo: CSE Capstone
	Assignment due: research a tech leader, post info online.

	Dec 8
	Panel: CSE Alumni
	Bring questions for panel


