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Caution:  Do not put these safeguards into your database until it is complete and 
deployed, i.e. do not put a password or auto close in your database or your TA 

cannot grade it! 

Advice to the Wise: Access is fun and useful, but it can be a huge waste of time, 
and who has time to waste? There are two ways to waste time. (a) “Fixing 

mistakes”  such as adding an extra field to a table, query, form or report can be a 
waste of time. Many parts of Access use wizards or complex software that simply 
has bugs in it. Wizards are great if you get them right the first time, but the results 
are not easily “ fixed.”  So the first advice is “never repair,”  just create new tables, 

queries, forms and reports. Once they’ re right, leave them.  (b) The other big waste 
of time is making a pretty form or report when it is not done. If you will be 

throwing a form away (see (a)), then any time spent making it pretty is a waste.  
So, make your forms pretty as the VERY last tasks of this project.  By the way, it 

is possible to repair the beauty of a form without encountering many bugs.  
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